
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Albert 
A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Town 
Engineer Annette Turnquist. 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Robert E. Galati 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the 
minutes of the November 1, 2017 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Fasulo acknowledged Mr. DeFeo being named Person of the Year by the YMCA.  He 
has known Mr. DeFeo for many years and has been impressed with all that he has done for this 
community.  He couldn’t think of anyone more deserving of this honor.  Applause. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay stated that the second wave of winter programs begins next week.  There are a few 
new ones.  Kids Astronomy and Fun Science for ages 4 to 12 were added. Registration has been 
good for the Fun Science course; he believes at least one of these new programs will go forward.  
He also said the LL Bean outdoor discovery program he mentioned at the last meeting will go 
forward with a Winter Survival course to be held at the police department.  It is a one-day 
course.  Mr. Lapreay is looking to expand programs with LL Bean in the spring and summer, 
possibly at Crescent Lake. 
 
Men’s basketball league started last night with 14 teams.  It runs through early March.  Camps.  
Sponsorship letters have been sent out for Camp RISE.  Also sponsor letters for Music on the 
Green went out.  Bow hunting is wrapped up.  Five deer were taken out.  There were no issues. 
 
Ice skating at Memorial Park is open as well as ice fishing at Crescent Lake.  When the ice isn’t 
safe, it will be posted on the town’s website.  Splash pad.  We are looking to add three new 
features to finish it off.  We will go forward with it and will use money from the swim 
registrations.  A letter to the Board of Finance in the amount of $20,059 was submitted.  This is 
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not taxpayer money.  There will be money left in the account.  Mrs. Turnquist noted that the 
plumbing is already there; it is just a matter of installing the features. 
 
The 2018 Bus Trips list was included in the packet.  Commissioners commented on a few of the 
trips.  Mr. Lapreay said there are no Yankees games because of the high price of tickets. 
 
FY 2018-2019 Budget.  Mr. Lapreay will give a brief update under New Business. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Natelli and carried. 
 
REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist gave the following report.   
 
Memorial Park:  As mentioned by Mr. Lapreay, ice skating is open.  Parks crews are checking 
the thickness of the ice every other day right now since there is quite a bit of ice.  If the 
temperatures get warmer, the ice will be checked every day and signs noted.   
  
Recreation Park:  The replacement doors for the pool house are ordered.  They will be installed 
in-house. 
 
Drive-In:  Access to the parking area is blocked off to prevent damage. 
 
Trail:  The trail will be cleared only from Curtiss Street to downtown Plantsville.  Mrs. Turnquist 
noted that the trail is treated but the treatment is not pet-friendly.  Signs will be posted to alert 
people.  She noted that the “pet-friendly” treatments are very expensive. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the Report from the Parks Department.  
Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Recreation Department Budget FY 2018-2019.  A print-out was distributed.  Mr. Lapreay 
noted that the Temp/Seasonal account is down 23% for the new year, mainly due to moving the 
Men’s and Women’s Softball and Men’s Basketball programs out of the general budget and into 
the Recreation Fund (special revenue account).  The move also affected the Program Supplies 
account.  Program Subsidies account was down $6,300 due to the elimination of the Southington 
Festival Chorale and the Southington Arts Council from the Recreation Department budget.  
League subsidies are exactly the same as last year.   
 
Overall, the budget is down 9-1/2%.  Departments were asked to include a 5% and a 10% 
reduction in case it was needed.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with Mark Sciota who told him it was not 
needed for this budget since it is 9-1/2% lower than last year. 
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In response to a question, the Recreation Fund is a revolving account that holds registration fees.  
Over the years it has grown, allowing some funds to be used for items not specifically in the 
budget, such as the splash pad equipment. 
 
Chairman stated that league subsidies may be looked at again next year for any changes. 
 
Mr. Lapreay also commented that the Dues & Conferences item was down because he did not 
attend the national conference last year due to state budget concerns.  He does not plan to attend 
this year’s conference either.   
 
Department budgets get turned in to the Town Manager’s office this Friday.  Mr. Lapreay has a 
meeting with the finance director on January 10th.  Chairman said Mr. Lapreay did a nice job on 
the budget projection. 
 
2. Turf Field.  Commissioner DeFeo said that the Turf Committee was disbanded.  The field is in 
really good shape.  It is on track for when it is due to be replaced.  The Board of Education does 
make its contribution.  In response to a question, Commissioner DeFeo said money from signage 
on the bleachers goes into the fund.  The track had to be replaced due to the weather when it was 
originally installed.  They did come back and fix it.  The field is used tremendously.  Chairman 
asked for quarterly reports on the turf field. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Natelli made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


